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Course Overview:  
This semester course is designed to strengthen students understanding of social issues, injustices, and 
implications in our ever changing world. Through learning how to identify the “alternate voices,” an 
individual is strengthening their skills to more fully understand the complexity of conflict, so as to better 
place one’s self in addressing it more efficaciously. 

 
Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies: 
 
Successful students will read and prepare outside of class several days a week.  They will demonstrate 
respect, responsibility, self-advocacy, open-mindedness, and intellectual curiosity. Students will be 
challenged to work at a high level of independence and scholarship, which requires more thinking in the 
abstract. Materials and expectations will be differentiated according to students’ needs. 
 
Students will adhere to the standards for behavior set forth in the student handbook (The Bobcat). Students 
should pay particular attention to the rules regarding plagiarism and academic integrity.  
 
The consequences of breaking the Code of Academic Integrity of South Windsor High School are serious. 
Teachers are required to notify school administration and parents when a student violates the Code of Academic 
Integrity.  Students will receive a “0” for the work.  Students may be expected to resubmit the assignment 
(without credit) to demonstrate competency.  Repeated violation of this code will be treated as a habitual 
disregard of school rules and be subject to disciplinary consequences up to and including suspension.  A violation 
of the policy may result in forfeiture of awards, recognition or non-admittance into the National Honor Society 
at South Windsor High School. **At discretion of the teacher: On the first offense as a high school student, 
students may be permitted to complete an alternative assignment for partial credit.** 
 
Evidence of Student Learning: 
 
Homework (10%): Homework refers to short-term assignments that are completed independently, outside 
of class, for independent practice of skills, elaboration on work begun in class, or preparation for the next 
class. Examples include: reading, note-taking, journal responses, formal writing drafts, outlines, graphic 
organizers, reading questions, etc.  
 
Classwork/Collaboration (20%): Students will complete many activities in class.  They will also actively 
participate in pairs, small groups, and whole class discussions in order to develop speaking and listening 
skills.  Collaboration will encourage critical thinking on a variety of topics and issues. Examples include: turn 
and talk, peer editing, writer’s workshop activities, literature circle group work, group problem solving and 
research, etc. 
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In-Class Assessments (30%): In class assessments are designed for students to apply new strategies, skills, 
and ideas to grow as a reader, writer, speaker, and collaborator.  Feedback can come in the form of teacher 
comments, guided peer response, and self reflections.  Examples include: in-class writing, drafts, graphic 
organizers, quizzes, grammar exercises, and common formative assessments (CFAs).  
 
Final Assessments (40%):  Final assessments are designed for students to show mastery of skills, strategies, 
and content.   Examples include: essays, creative writing assignments, projects, presentations, performance 
tasks, portfolios, and journals. 
 
*Some assignments are designed to inform instruction and establish a baseline of a student’s skills. 
These assessments may not count towards a student’s grade, but will provide meaningful feedback to 
both student and teacher. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student: I have read this document and understand the expectations for this course. If I have any questions or 
concerns I, or my parent/guardian, will contact my English teacher directly. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ __________________ 
                Student’s Name Printed Date 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ __________________ 
                Student’s Signature Date 
 
 
 
 
Parent: My daughter/son has shared the course expectations with me. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ ___________________ 
                Parent Signature Date 
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